


KEEP IN TOUCH 
WITH THE REAL AUSTRALIA 
*Write a note, send a greeting, 
say 'thank you', remember someone's 
birthday or console a person in loss... 

Your keeping in touch helps BCA keep in touch 
with remote families and friends across Australia. 

*PLEASE NOTE: BCA Real Australia Greeting Cards 
are blank inside for you to write your own message. 

This series 
shows a 
variety of 
Australian 
wild/lowers 
highlighted 
by a 
panelled 
design 

The diversity of 
areas where BCA 

supports ministries 
is depicted in this 
landscape series. 

Each picture is flamed 
with a border and has a 

printed deckle edge. 

FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 
Red rocks and cool waters near Mt Magnet 
The three Aitches—BCA's first Missioners. 
The proliferation ofwildffowers blooming after rain amazes Mellita Bate near Alt Magnet 

Rev. Vic McNamara 

and his wife Doreen 

have ministered in the 

Southern Gulf Parish for three years. 

Their work is centred mainly around 

the towns of Normanton, Croydon, 

Georgetown, Burketown, Doomadgee, 

Forsyth, Einasleigh and Karumba, all 

the districts in between and property 

visiting.Vic shares with us his experiences 

of the power of the "Jesus" video. 

Towards the end of last year I received 

a fax from a friend in Gympie— 

"can you use 30 copies of the "Jesus" 

THE S VIDEO— 
JB0WERFUL 

VIEWING 
video?" I certainly could and as soon as 

possible. I would be able to use them as 

Christmas gifts! 

Earlier in the year I had received my 

own copy of the "Jesus" video, a gift from 

one of my sisters. Having viewed it, I 

.decided that I would use it for my 

Religious Education classes at both 

Normanton and Karumba. I found that the 

children were greatly taken by it and 

because it ran longer than the allotted 

class time I had to show it in sections. 

Each week the children would come up to 

me and ask—"are you going to show the 
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rest of the video today?" I found that the 
teachers were also enthusiastic watchers 
and offered positive comments about the 
video. I have yet to complete the video at 
Karumba School but look forward to 
answering a whole range of questions 
about Jesus next time, in particular 
because at the end of the video a chal-
lenge is presented to the viewers to 
respond to the invitation of Jesus! 

Just prior to Christmas I was preparing 
for a service in the home of one of the 
Normanton parishioners who had pur-
chased a big screen TV. It was suggested 
that a good way of "christening" the TV 
would be to show the "Jesus" video. That 
afternoon saw one of the largest congre-
gations for the year, including people not 
usually seen at Church. I had wrongly 
assumed that all of the regular members 
of the congregation were familiar with the 
story of Jesus. Imagine my surprise when, 
following the scene showing the soldiers 
beating Jesus after his arrest, one of the 
older ladies of my congregation turned to 
me with anguish on her face and said 
"They are beating up Jesus!". I assured her 
that that was exactly what happened to 
Jesus and it made me wonder if the clergy 
take too much for granted 
and expect every member 

of their congregation to be intimately 
familiar with the life of Jesus as portrayed 
in the Gospels? 

In due course the 30 "Jesus" videos 
arrived, gift-wrapped and including a 
Christmas card from members of the 
churches in Gympie. As most of the mem-
bers in Normanton had seen the video I 
was concerned they may not want 
the gift. I was happy that in this case I 
was wrong! There were barely enough 
videos to distribute one copy to each, 
some to people who do not even own 
a video recorder! 

After Christmas, my wife and I attended 
the BCA conference at Forbes and took six 
weeks of our accrued Long Service Leave. 
This meant those members of the 
Croydon and Georgetown congregations 
received their "Christmas" gifts of the 
"Jesus" video rather belatedly—in the mid-
dle of March. A married couple who had 
been the most regular attenders at 
the Georgetown service each month 

were delighted and told me they would 
take the video to the Lenten discussion 
meeting they had arranged. 

I rang the husband a week or two later 
when we were due for the regular church 
service at Georgetown... "the Parish vehicle 
is off the road.. .would you please distribute 
a letter explaining to the members of the 
congregation why we are unable to 
come". Then followed a special request 
from the husband—"Could you please 
send us some Bible Study material?" 

Of course, I have had plenty of Bible 
Study Groups arranged by myself. Now 
there was someone who actually wanted 
to initiate one. I assured him I would put 
some material on the bus the very next 
day! This I did but before it arrived in 
Georgetown I was surprised by another 
phonecall—this time from his wife with 
the same request. Now there is one 
enthusiastic couple! I put this down to the 
impact of the "Jesus" video on their lives. 
My only regret is that at this time I am 
not able to get down to Georgetown to 
encourage them further. 

It is easy to see why I regard the "Jesus" 
video as a Godsend. It certainly awakened 
an interest in the things of God in our part 
of the world, and provides me with a plat-
form from which I am able to share with 
people about Jesus. 

VIC McNAMARA—Normanton 

FROM THE 
EDITOR... 
W hat a blessing it is to know 

that whether we are working 
in the field or in the office we do it 
all in the name of Christ. Whilst 
editing this magazine I took a phone 
call from a distressed lady interstate 
who wanted someone to pray with 
her. She had phoned BCA specifically 
because of previous contact with one 
of our officers. She was in a new 
situation, was unwell and had only 
recently, through prayer, been 
directed to doctors who could assess 
her situation accurately. The new 
situation was causing added 
stress on the family. 

We preyed together over thousands 
of kilometres and she committed her 
family to the Lord for His blessing 
and His caring for the situation. 

We also prayed from Colossians 4:5 
"Be wise in the way you act towards 
outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity. Let your conversation 
be always Jull of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone". I thank 
God for the opportunity to speak 
to and pray with this lady. 

ROBYN WILLIAMS—Administration 



ICE, THE iCK 

POWER TO 
GET THROUGH 

ft was C S Lewis 
who wrote the story, 

'The Lion, the Witch 
and The Wardrobe", 

but why would we have "A Rake, A 
Brick in the WardrobeV'The Rev Joe 
and Mrs Jeanette Sullivan had been 
transferred to Paraburdoo.Their 
journey to Para began with cyclone 
warnings, and ended with some 
strange experiences... 

As Jeanette and I set off from Perth 
at the end of March, a cyclone 

loomed threateningly off the North West 
Coast. Thank God, the cyclone diminished 
into a rain depression without drama, but 
would the roads be once again rendered 
impassable? 

By the time we reached Geraldton, an 
encouraging weather report hinted that 
the level of the Gascoyne River was drop-
ping, so we headed for Carnarvon. Rev 
Peter McArthur of the Anglican church 
was there to greet us. He introduced 
Rev Ian and Mrs Margaret Forsyth, BCA 
Port Hedland, who, like us, were 
spending Friday night at the parish's 
"Simpson House". 

On Saturday morning, we received 
bad news. Inland rains had caused the 
creeks from Maniliya to Nanutarra to rise 
440mm, and they were still rising. We set 
out with the Forsyths, but turned back 
when the report was confirmed. With no 

way to get to our respective parishes, all 
the phone calls were made and we 
bunked down for the night. It was a good 
opportunity to get to know Ian and 
Margaret, and to encourage one another 
in prayer. 

By Sunday morning, the reports were a 
little contradictory! "You shoulda gone 
yesterday," said one fellow. However, 
general opinion was that the level was 
down to 220mm. We set off in convoy 
making generally good time, but proceed-
ing with caution over the water crossings. 
To hit a pot hole, even at 220mm, can 
throw the water up into the radiator fan, 
unbalance or break a fan blade and do in 
the water pump bearing. In the old days 
you could take the fan belt off, but the one 
belt drives everything these days. 

Near Nanutarra we said goodbye to the 
Forsyths, and took the turn-off to 
Paraburdoo. Most of the crossings were 
little different to those we'd already been 

through—but there's always one that's 
deeper. I kept the car rolling along with a 
bit of a wake to help keep the water away 
from the fan. No worries mate! Then... 
rocks...swirling mud...my goodness, I 
can't go back now! Thank God, a clear 
path emerged, and without hesitation we 
were through. 

The refreshing rain had transformed the 
south Pilbara. I had said to the Lord how 
nice if Jeanette could see the countryside 
looking as I remembered it, and here was 
the answer to that prayer. The countryside 
was stunning. 

We arrived a few days ahead of our 
belongings—it's amazing how little one 
can manage with in the short term. On the 
arrival of the removalist's truck, it was 
action stations, as we set about making 
our home a welcoming and comfortable 
place for those who would be visiting for 
my commissioning. 

Guests included Ian and Margaret from 
Port Hedland, who brought Rev Jack 
Braeside, Rev Philip and Mrs Kathy Knife 
from Karratha, Rev Bob and Mrs Jan 
McKay from Newman, Rev Rod Williams 
from Exmouth, and Archdeacon Bill and 
Mrs Jocelyn Ross from Wickham. Bishop 
Tony was away at the Bishops' confer-
ence, so the Ven. Bill Ross presided. At the 
Archdeaconry Day, Bill led us in a look at 
the leadership model of Nehemiah, and 
Rod shared some insights and impres-
sions from the disaster at Exmouth and 
how the church fared through it. Ministry 
in the bush is a real team effort! 

During our preparations for the visitors, 
Jeanette asked me, "What's this rake and 
brick doing in the wardrobe?" Well, I had 
heard that Brian Harding before me had a 

magnificent garden, but a pet rake? I don't 
think so! Outside it went. As for the brick, 
it came in handy for stopping the flattened 
empty cartons slipping all over the patio. 

I grabbed a porta robe carton and head-
ed back to the main bedroom. However, 
with the wardrobe barely half filled the rail 
began to sag in the middle. A centre block 
had come loose. Someone had tried to 
nail it in place, but it had pulled out again. 
I slipped out to retrieve some screws and 
my trusty toolbag. 

What I needed next was something to 
prop the block in place. A broom handle 
was way too short. "That's it," I thought to 
myself, "a rake—and I know where there's 
one handy!" I quickly retrieved the rake, 
but alas it was still short by a couple of 

inches. I didn't want to risk damaging any 
of my books to fill the gap. Then the sheer 
genius of it dawned. The brick. The empty 
cartons slid all over the patio, but the 
brick fitted perfectly. 

Obviously, a previous occupant short of 
the necessary equipment had made a 
temporary prop. Such is the way one lives 
in the bush—willing to be adaptable! 
Jeanette and I had a good laugh at the saga 
of The Rake, The Brick and The Wardrobe. 
JOE AND JEANETTE SVIXNAN-Paraburdoo 



The congregation of the Catacomb 
Church in Coober Pedy consists of 60 
locals including children.The church 
caters for most of the Protestants in 
the town. The opal mining and tourism 
town in the far north of South Australia 
has a busy social and community life 
and so... 

What was the Energiser man—"never 
say die!"—doing in Coober Pedy? 

It had been the idea of one of the 
Catacomb ladies—and there, surrounded 
by balloons and riding on a float "pow-
ered" by the BCA landcruiser with 
minister at the helm, the Energiser man 
pointed towards the theme of the power 
of the resurrection of Jesus at Easter. 

The Catacomb Church has for many 
years entered a float in the Saturday 
morning parade at the Easter Opal Fest-
ival. Their aim this year was threefold— 
# to take part in the big community event 
# to bear witness to the real meaning 

of Easter and 
# to draw attention to 80 years of service 

by BCA in the Outback 
Twenty five floats in total stretched the 

length of the main street and that of the 

Catacomb Church was judged second best. 
A car trailer formed the basis of the float 

and all the necessary work had been 
undertaken by members of the congrega-
tion. Large calico banners with text and 
painted scenes were attached to a steel 
framed superstructure. Masses of bal-
loons were hung from the frame and dis-
tributed to onlookers en route. Each bal-
loon had a wooden "handle" attached, 
around which was wrapped a bible text. 
The Catacomb kids riding on the float 
threw sweets to the watching children. 

And then there was the Energiser man. 
Obtaining permission to use this figure 
from the TV advertisement had turned 
into quite a saga. After several faxes and 
phonecalls to Eveready in Sydney, permis-
sion was obtained. To the amazement of 
all, Eveready even offered to send details 
of the Energiser man by special courier so 
all the proportions would be correct. 

It all represented a lot of work but the 
children of the Catacomb Church loved it 
and the Coober Pedy community were 
reminded of the One who loves them, 
died for them, and rose from the dead. 
IAN AND ANN BEDNALL—CoobcrPedy 

SENDING THE POWER 
Imagine learning 
"Yes, Jesus Loves 
Me" in Spanish. The 
children from the 
Catacomb Church 
in Coober Pedy 

did—along with perfecting their pronun-
ciation of "hello" and "goodbye", thanks 
to the help of Joe, a local man of Spanish 
descent. 

The power of Jesus' love travelled from 
Coober Pedy to Peru, through a wonderful 
Bible Society project that involved the 
Adventurers' Club from the Catacomb 
Church. These children spent four Friday 
afternoons and a weekend learning 
something of the worldwide outreach of 
the Christian Church and the way in 
which christians serve needy people in 
other countries. 

There were recipes to cook, arts and 
crafts, games to play, songs to enjoy, a 
little Spanish to learn, and the always 
valuable piece of history and geography to 
add to the children's store of knowledge. 

On the final Sunday, the entire congre-
gation of the Catacomb Church joined 
together for lunch—Spanish of course!— 
empanaditas, sweet cinnamon rice, baked 
potatoes with cheese and chilli, and tacos. 

The result of the activities?—brightly 
coloured woven paper wall hangings and 
clay pots in which were planted a variety 
of cacti. These then were sold to raise 
funds for the Bread of Life program in 
Peru, which involves the provision of 

a nutritious breakfast 5 days per week 
to very poor children and the teaching 
about Jesus through music and the gift 
of the scriptures. 

The result of the program?—a great 
"window on the world" from a Christian 
perspective for the young people of 
Coober Pedy to enjoy and remember and 
an exciting opportunity for them to share 
the love of Jesus ... 
—from Coober Pedy to Peru. 

IAN AND ANN BEDNALL— Coober Pedy 

POWERING ON... The Bednalls 



ANGLICARE -TOP END 

The Fishers were called 8 years ago to 
Darwin and to Anglicare, a ministry 

that has grown in a unique context. 
Australia's north is different to other 

places in Australia. Its history is an exciting 
mix of adventure, disappointment, disaster 
and achievement. The heat, humidity and 
fascinating landscape are all obvious 
differences. Other special characteristics 
are not as obvious. They include the 
isolation many experience and the effects 
of the lack of extended family networks. 

Darwin is the only Australian capital 
city where males outnumber females. The 
median age of thirty is lower than in other 
capital cities and the percentage of lone 
parents and young couples with children 
is higher. Divorce, family separation and 
domestic violence are above the national 
average. Darwin has the highest rate of 
domestic homicide in Australia. Other 
social problems include high rates of sub-
stance abuse, gambling, homelessness 
and unemployment of certain groups. 
Added to these are cultural differences, 
the high cost of living, and shortages in 
mental health and disability services. 

Aboriginal Australians make up nearly 
10% of Darwin's population and 27% of 
people living in the Northern Territory. 
Anglicare is committed to playing its part 
in addressing the poor state of Aboriginal 

Anglicare the capacity to succeed in this 
environment. An example of this was 
seen in Anglicare's response to the 
January 1998 floods. A team of Anglicare 
staff, including Lynne, arrived in Katherine 
on the first day the road was open, carrying 
everything they needed to be self-
sufficient of the struggling community. For 
several months, teams of Anglicare staff 
worked alongside Katherine residents and 
in close cooperation with St Paul's 
Anglican Church to provide support that 
included cleaning flood-damaged homes. 
Anglicare's partnership with St Paul's 
testifies to the agency's commitment to 
the Gospel and to support and work co-
operatively with parish communities. 

Lynne writes; "One of the challenges for 
me at the moment is that sense of unfulfil-
ment that can come when your family is 
busy with their own lives and you find you 
have time on your hands and are not sure 
how to fill that time. I have prayed over a 
number of years for God's leadership and 
direction with regards to this matter and 
have come to the decision that I will 
return to study. An area that has interested 
me for quite a while is welfare and I'm 
beginning a four year degree in Social Work. 

Learning to 'juggle' both family and 
study will not be easy particularly without 
the support of extended family which we 
so often take for granted. 

Our children Kate, Lauren and Alex all 
face the challenges that school brings. 
Kate particularly doing her Year 12 and 
preparing for her majors in ballet through 
the Royal Academy of Dance. 

The support we receive as a couple/ 
family from Christians all over the country 
is something very special and we value 
your continued support." 
PETER A N D LYNNE FISHER— Darwin 

Muddied members of the Anglicare team in Katherine 
were Sally Weir, Lisa Fergie and Lynne Fisher. 

Peter Fisher with Murabuda Wurramarrba 
from Groote Eylandt. 
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health. In our view, the health problems of 
Aboriginal people can only be overcome 
when Aboriginal people have opportunity 
to participate in and own the processes 
of recovery. 

A significant venture of Anglicare over 
the next few years is the development 
of a large complex to accommodate 
Aboriginal people who need to travel to 
Darwin to access health care and other 
services. It is not yet clear where the 
resources to achieve this goal will come 
from, however we are committed in faith 
to the establishment of this complex. 
Recently Anglicare accepted in principle 
an offer of Northern Territory Government 
land for this development. BCA's support 
and partnership with the present 
Aboriginal Accommodation program 
Ebirra is significant. 

Anglicare has lived with constant 
change. The flexibility of staff has given 

Young visitors to Anglicare, Darwin 



BCA's 80 YEARS 
A t the Annual General Meeting of 

the Society the National Director 
Brian Roberts, in presenting his 
report on the 80th year, said, 

"After 80 years of operation the Bush 
Church Aid Society is poised to enter an 
exciting and difficult decade of ministry 
within the rapidly changing Australian 
church culture. It will be a period of great 
ministry need and of considerable uncer-
tainty as to the supply of appropriate staff 
and sufficient funds to find a way of going 
someway to assist meeting the needs and 
the calls for assistance from Dioceses the 
length and breadth of the country. 

"This is not a new challenge and not 
unlike that which faced the first organis-
ing missioner as he took up the challenge 
of the first decade of service, not knowing 
where the resources, both human and 
financial were to come from. 

"A clue to the essential matter that has 
kept the Bush Church Aid Society on track 
and effectively ministering for the past 
80 years, and what will kept it going for 
the next 80 (God willing), is found in the 
testimony of its staff and the keenness of 
those who actively support the ideals 
ofBCA. 

"In our first years, our man 
in Wilcannia, Mr Harvey wrote: 

"7/i the morning I am leaving for White 
Cliffs to give them a weeknight service and 
visit the school. My last trip to Menindie on 
the bike was pretty trying. The roads were 
awful; the real road being impassable on 
account of water. I had to go cross country 
and it took some driving over the sand 
hummocks I can assure you. When I 
reached Menindie my hands were blistered 
and bleeding from hanging on to the con-
trols. It had the effect of putting a more 
urgent note into my preaching, for when 
one has to endure hardness like this to get 
to a preaching centre it makes one feel that 
the game would not be worth it unless one 
had a Living Christ to preach.' 

7th December 1920 

"At the end of our 80th year Don 
and Helen Wilson wrote of their time 
in Wilcannia: 

'"At Wilcannia one of our supporters sent 
us a card—at the time we wondered 'what 
on earth are we doing here!'—with the text 
from James 3:18, 'Peacemakers who go 
about sowing peace and righteousness, 
waiting for the harvest'. I think that text 
helped to put our ministry into perspective. 
We were not going to be the Saviour of 
the Bush but we did have a ministry of the 
Word of God—sowing it everywhere and 
praying that the Lord of the harvest will, 
in his own time, accomplish His will. 

There is no substitute for face to face 
visiting—sharing the Word of God and 
teaching faithfully his Word. 

BCA clergy and their wives are still 
required to have, 'Grit, Guts, Gumption, 
Grace and the Gospel' and they also need to 
be Bible based, Christ centred, stable in 
marriage, flexible in ministry, practical in 
maintaining property and called to deny self 
in serving Jesus.' 

3rd March 1999 

"BCA, throughout its life has un-
ashamedly been known as an evangelical 
society. Its motto, "Australia for Christ" 
has been the working goal of all who have 
ventured forth to represent the supporters 
and minister in Christ's name and on 
their behalf. 

"This evangelical ethos goes back 
before 1919. When Australia was but one 
diocese, in 1836 a mission society formed 
in London to send a mission team to the 
Swan colony in what is now Western 
Australia. BCA grew out of that mission-
ary society in 1919. The three people 
who came to the Swan were convinced 
evangelicals. They came to tell the new 
residents and the original inhabitants 
about the good news that God had a special 
place for them in his heart. These are the 
same founding principles on which BCA 
was formed. They are principles of a 
different thrust and basis to that of setting 
up an established church structure for 
they have to do with telling the Goodnews 
of Christ's saving work on the cross. The 
purpose is for people to find that special 
personal relationship with their Lord. 

"The Society has found that as people 
respond to Christ himself, they seek to 
associate together, to enjoy mutual 
encouragement, to support and most 
importantly to worship their Lord, and so 

the church grows and flourishes. 
"Those who have served with BCA and 

associated themselves with its ministry 
know the quality of joy that comes with 
the Goodnews. 

"It is a joy that wants to share itself. It 
wants to go beyond its good fortune to 
include others. 

"And it is explicit in BCA's motto and 
operational objectives as it seeks to win 
Australians for Christ." 

BRIAN G. ROBERTS—National Director 

Twelve stones from the River Jordan became 
a memorial for God's people. During the AGM 
members of the BCA Council placed twelve stones 
from the Snowy Mountains together as a memorial 
and, like Israel, BCA is faced with new initiatives 
and new ventures in our future walk with God. 

Ven Peter Swane and 
Rev Murray Lamont 

(VicITas Officer) 
place their stones. 

Below: Rev Greg 
Thompson presenting 
Archbishop Goodhew 
with the first 
Bush Australia 
supporter's keyring. 



LETTER T<*]THE EDITOR 
Recently we received a 
letter and photograph 
from a supporter 
who recalls her early 
support of BCA and 
her growth of under-
standing for those 
in remote parts 
of Australia. 
She writes: 

Dear Editor, 
My sister and I grew up in the city and knew of BCA through our church, which 

supported Carol Allen, a nurse, serving with BCA in Cook. However, it was not until my 
sister married a grazier from Far West New South Wales that we began to appreciate the 
life of those Australians living in remote and isolated areas. 

My sister lives on "Stirling-Vale", a 60,000 acre sheep and cattle property located at 
Darnick, out of Ivanhoe. Whilst attending Church for me is an easy five or ten minute 
drive along suburban streets to a service of my choice, church services in Ivanhoe 
happen about once a month and only then if a minister can make the journey out. For 
my sister, this means she makes a 220km return trip along dry, dusty, rutted roads that 
she has to share with emus and kangaroos. 

Travelling padres have always had a vital role in the spiritual welfare of the people 
living in this part of New South Wales. 

A recent discovery of old photographs included the picture enclosed taken around 
1935. Father Baker and Mrs Baker travelled from one property to the next under the 
umbrella of The Bush Church Aid Society. Here they are visiting "Stirling-Vale" in their 
truck emblazoned with the BCA logo and address. My sister's father-in-law, Charlie 
Edson is holding the reins of the domesticated billy goats used to pull carts and keep the 
nannies in milk. His two sisters are also pictured—Alison, behind the goats and Jean, 
standing next to Mrs Baker. 

The small truck was needed to be able to carry extra spare tyres (see one strapped 
to the front of the truck), and puncture kits for the rough roads and tracks, drums of fuel 
and of course any Bibles or scripture material needed for ministry. It must have been 
hard travelling in such harsh conditions and without the suspension and air condition-
ing in the truck we take for granted in today's vehicles. 

I regularly see old photographs printed in "The Real Australian" and thought this 
gem might be a welcome addition. 

Continued prayers for the work of BCA, 
MEGAN RYMAM-Figtree, NSW 

In this our 80th year, we remember the 
first BCA Missioners, the three Aitches. 

Left to right: 
Rev N. Haviland Ceduna 1921-26 
Rev R. Hawkins Cobar 1920-25 
Rev F. Harvey Wilcannia 1920-22 

Our records tell their story. In their min-
istry, travels were long and adventurous. 

Of Neville Haviland's travelling west of 
Ceduna, it was said "it required a knowl-
edge of several arts and sciences to keep 
his car running on its four wheels and 
coughing in its four cylinders, not to 
mention, the need of following an alleged 
track which generally was not there. Even 
when it was there, it was frequently 
riddled with wombat holes, much to 
be avoided by those not wishing an 
untimely death!" 

FROM TIJC 

ARCHIVES 
Out from Cobar, there are distant fami-

lies to be ministered to—but how is Reg 
Hawkins to reach them? 

"Well, there is a borrowed push bike 
which he may use. Imagine it. It is a sum-
mer's day, the temperature is 116°F in the 
shade (47°C), the track ahead stretches to 
the horizon and the bike and rider plug 
heavily through the sand. Of course, there 
is a breeze in the face of the rider but 
instead of being laden with the coolness 
of the South, it is charged with the fierce 
furnace-like heat of the North. 

Yes, a push bike is useful, but heat, 
sand and headwinds make a martyr of the 
rider and render him absolutely unfit for 
effective pastoral work. 

The only other feasible alternative is 
that of a motor cycle. Remember much of 
the work which Mr Hawkins went to do, 
cannot be done unless some quick means 
of conveyance is provided. A motor cycle 
is needed!" 

As for Fred Harvey at Wilcannia, an 
extract from his letter dated 28th August 
1922 says it all. 

"I am writing this from my bed. You will 
remember that I mentioned in my last that 
I was to go to Menindee next day. I start-
ed and travelling out across the Netalie 
Hills to go in by a back road I got bogged 
badly in drift sand. The drift sand is very 
bad just now as we have had only two 
inches of rain since January last and that 
spread over such periods that none of it is 



any good, so we are on the verge of 
another drought. Well to continue I toiled 
pretty hard to get the machine out and no 
sooner would I get it out than it would get 
caught again. As a consequence I 
knocked up and was almost collapsing in 
the bush. When I reached Cawker's Well I 
could go no further. I got into bed there 
and Mrs Stodart the manager's wife was 
very kind in looking after me. 

My head and back ached furiously and I 
was just all in. Next day I felt too ill to 
travel on so decided to come home. I 
reached home on Thursday night done 

like a dinner, and here in bed I've been 
since. The doctor blames the motor bike 
and being a man of profanity at times he 
expressed himself quite strongly on the 
subject. He forbids me to ride the thing 
again. Dr Ross did the same last 
September but as wings did not sprout I 
continued on the bike. But this breakup 
has settled me." 

If these men were called The Three 
Aitches, then we can surely add that they 
all had the three G's - Grace, Grit and 
Gumption. 
CLEM KIRKBY—Archivist 

VOLUNTEERS 
Level 7/37 York Street, Sydney 

Interested in the history of BCA, 
and photographs?! 
We are seeking someone who can spend 
a few hours each week to catalogue 
photographs and learn archiving. 
Experience would be helpful but a person 
with a keen interest in historical papers 
and photography would also find this 
work very interesting and rewarding. 
Reception 
We welcome many people to our office 
and are looking for volunteers to work on 
the reception desk for approximately 
5 hours per day (Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
or Fridays to suit you—not necessarily 
every week). You would be required to 
answer the telephone and undertake a 
small amount of clerical work. 
Please contact Robyn Williams on 

(02) 9262 5017 
Fax: (02) 9262 5020 

Email: robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au 

BUSHHUSTRAUA 

PROFILES 
j^mJ^ Dr Joy Sandef ur 

j -VICTORIA 
! Joy's passion for the 

Jt "Jp Aboriginal Church and 
B ^ ^ ^ the issues confronting 
B B the Aboriginal people 

began when she visited Fitzroy Crossing 
in 1971. She was amazed to see the dif-
ference in how alive people became when 
using their own language in worship and 
everyday life as opposed to struggling 
with the use of English. Joy also became 
aware of the poor conditions in which the 
Aborigines lived and the numerous diffi-
culties they faced, such as just a few taps 
to provide water for the whole community. 

Upon completion of theological studies 
and a BA degree she undertook linguistic 
training, joined Wycliffe Bible Translators 
and for the next 3 years worked in the 
Walmatjari program at Fitzroy Crossing 
and Looma in the West Kimberleys. There 
she taught Walmatjari speakers to read 
and write in their own language. 

After marrying John in 1976 and mov-
ing to Ngukurr in the Northern Territory 
Joy spent the next 13 years in the Kriol 
Bible Translation project, working along-
side Aboriginal team members. Her PhD 
thesis is a study of how Aboriginal 
Christians at Ngukurr have related the 
gospel to their way of life and how the 
Anglican Church there has become 
Aboriginal in the way it functions. 

In July 1998 Joy began work with the 
Melbourne Diocese as the Worker on 
Aboriginal Matters, listening to what 

Koories are saying to the church and 
assisting parishes to not only understand 
the issues that Aborigines are dealing with 
but to also work towards reconciliation. 

Joy and John live at Diamond Creek, a 
suburb of Melbourne with their children 
Tarsha, 19 and Michael, 16. 

Aila Alderson 
-SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Aila was born in Alice 
Springs and moved to 
Darwin at the age of 
one where she lived 

until she married Barry in November 
1970. With their two sons, Michael and 
Andrew they lived in Adelaide until 
moving on a secondment to the Bank of 
Papua New Guinea in mid 1981 and 
returned to Adelaide in 1984. 

It was in 1985 that Aila began her asso-
ciation with BCA when the Aldersons 
returned to Darwin. In the new Parish of 
Sanderson she became the treasurer until 
returning to Adelaide in 1987. 

Aila worked in the BCA office in 
Adelaide from 1991 until June 1997 where 
she contributed significantly in her role as 
support to the Regional Secretary. Aila 
also organised coach tours for supporters 
to the South Australian areas of ministry. 
Since 1998 she has been a member of the 
State Committee. 

In 1990 she started her own business as 
a remedial massage therapist and has a 
particular interest in treating those with 
neurological dysfunction. 

In her spare time Aila collects stamps, 
loves to garden, reads, enjoys travelling 
and has built up an extensive collection 
of seashells. 

mailto:robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au


Lord our God, help us to remember 
those who live in isolated and remote parts 
of our land. We ask you to strengthen and 
encourage all whose ministries are supported 
by The Bush Church Aid Society. 

Refresh them in times of discouragement 
and loneliness and call others to stand with 
them in the task of making Christ known. 

Grant that, through the ministry of Word 
and Sacraments, through caring service and 
by support for young people, the message 
of your redeeming love may be proclaimed 
and accepted by the people of our land. 

We ask these things through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

If you'd like more details for prayer, 
send for our free quarterly prayer notes. 

BISHOP DAVID McCALL 
10 Coober Pedy-Rev Ian & Mrs Ann Bednall 
11 Roxby Downs and Mid-West Mission-

Rev Ian & Mrs Glenda McGrath 
12 Leigh Creek-Rev Ted & Mrs Morwen Watkins 
13 Ceduna-Rev Tom & Mrs Michelle Beever 
— g f -

BISHOP BRUCE CLARK 
14 Broken Hill BCA House-Mr Ian 

& Mrs Carol Blow 
15 Wilcannia/ Menindee-Mr Brian 

& Mrs Beverley Bell 

mmr^mmm^m tii 
BISHOP PETER CHISWELL 
16 Lightning Ridge-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Catherine Hearne 

BISHOP PHILLIP NEWELL 
17 King Island-Awaiting a placement 
18 Furneaux Islands-Rev Geoff 

& Mrs Gill Bransgrove 

BISHOP RON STONE 
19 Winton-Locum-awaiting appointment 
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BISHOP BRUCE WILSON 
20 Forbes BCA House-Mr Peter & Mrs Jenny Wilken 
21 Dubbo-Koori ministry-Rev Gloria 

& Mr Eddie Shipp 

BISHOP CLYDE WOOD 
22 Cairns-St Luke's-Rev Jim & Mrs Lala Leftwich 
23 Normanton-Rev Vic & Mrs Doreen McNamara 

BISHOP PHILIP FREIER 
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24 Darwin-Nungalinya College 
-Ms Elizabeth Caldwell 

Darwin-Anglicare-Mr Peter & Mrs Lynne Fisher 

25 WA Part-time Officer-Bishop Bernard 
& Mrs Coralie Buckland 

26 SA Officer-Awaiting placement 
Mrs Helen Gitsham 

27 Vic. & Tas. Officer-Rev Murray Lamont, 
Mrs Sueanne Maw 

28 Acting NSW & ACT Officer-
Rev Arthur Williams, Ms Anabel Walters, 
Mrs Michele Peacock 

29 Qld. & Northern NSW Officer-
Rev Les Monaghan, Mrs Dianne Harris, 
Mrs Ruth Blackburn 

30 Rev Brian Roberts, Mr Dennis Outred, 
Mrs Amutha Gibson, Mrs Kris MacKenzie, 
Mrs Robyn Williams, Miss Rebecca Williamson 

31 Associate Prayer Partners 

*h<<F R E A L A U S T R A L I A N 

BISHOP TONY NICHOLS 

1 Kununurra-Rev Bob & Mrs Denise Rothwell 
2 Broome-

Rev David & Mrs Cheryl O'Mara— 
(Ministry Training) 

3 Newman-Rev Bob & Mrs Jan McKay 
4 Hedland-Rev Ian & Mrs Margaret Forsyth 

Rev Malcolm & Mrs Leanne Reid— 
(Ministry Training) 

5 Karratha/Dampier-Rev Philip & Mrs Kathy Knife 
6 Wickham-Archdeacon Bill & Mrs Jocelyn Ross 
7 Paraburdoo/Tom Price -Rev Joe 

& Mrs Jeanette Sullivan 
8 Mt Magnet (Murchison)-Rev Allan 

& Mrs Mellita Bate 
9 Leinster (NE GoldfIelds)-Rev Les 

& Mrs Jenny Gaulton 

O U R M I S S I O N F I E L D 
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POST 
A 91st BIRTHDAY GIFT 

When Mrs Audrey 
McDonald was 
asked what she 
would like for a 
91st birthday 
present from her 
niece and family 

she chose to be taken to the BCA Open 
Garden Day at Dr and Mrs Maurice Wellby's 
home last April. Her verdict—"It was really 
lovely and I enjoyed it very much". 
Mrs McDonald is a foundation member of 
St Chad's, Fullarton. Her late husband, Allan, 
was a farmer at Koppio on the Eyre Peninsula 
where they had contact with BCA ministry. 
Mrs McDonald played the organ in both her 
church near Koppio and at Fullarton for many 
years. Our photograph shows her with her 
niece, Beth Opie, and Beth's son, daughter-
in-law and grandsons at the Open Garden. 

FAREWELL 
We farewell Rev Owen and Mrs Hilary Thomas 
from the South Australian office. Owen has 
served as Regional Officer for 4 years and 
will retire at the end of August. During this 
period, Owen has seen many changes within 
BCA and the Anglican Church and through 
his efforts has put a different shape to the 
Society's operations in South Australia. 
His pastoral care and the concern shown 
to supporters has been greatly appreciated. 
His wife Hilary has been a great partner and 
support to Owen and we wish them both a 
blessed and happy retirement. 

(fatwtemmte the cHctiatttm 
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Fly in a fully licensed DC3 aeroplane 
from Bankstown Airport over the 
Blue Mountains and the Megalong 

Valley Heritage Centre where the Sydney 
picnic will he held on 4th September. 

Departs from Bankstown at 1 pm. 
Cost for one hour flight: $95 per person. 

BOOK WITH ANABEL IN SYDNEY OFFICE. 

+>Buy 
country products 

-help country people 
Your gift buying helps 

gospel work across Australia. 

TO ORDER PLEASE FILL IN THE 
ORDER FORM WITH THIS ISSUE 

AND RETURN IT TO BCA 

WELCOME 
In June we welcomed two new staff 
members to the National Office—Miss Rebecca 
Williamson joined us as secretary to the 
National Director and Mrs Robyn Williams 
was appointed Administration Manager. 

PERTH 

Wireless Hill Park 
Alfred Cove—11.00am 
Bring your own picnic 

BRISBANE 

Daisy Hill Koala Centre 
10.00am to 4.00pm 

Bring your lunch and drinks 

NORTHERN 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

Picnic gatherings at 
Inverell, Wauchope & Moree 

Contact your regional office for details 

ADELAIDE 

Belair National Park 
11.30am to 3.00pm 

Bring food for a shared lunch 
and your own drinks 

Picnic activities 
§1 BCA sample bags 

SYDNEY 
Megalong Valley 
Heritage Centre 

From 10.00am. 
Cost includes: 

Farm demonstrations 
Games and activities BBQ lunch 

Bookings essential 
Phone Anabel (02) 9262 5017 

MELBOURNE 
For details of the 

Picnic closest t o you 
Phone Sueanne (03) 9457 7556 
Link Australia wide with BCA prayer 

For picnics in an area near you 
please contact your regional office 

Join in the 
Australia wide celebrations 

by attending or organising 
a picnic for your own church 

on 4th September. 

Celebrate with BCA... 

rfuafaalfa'4,'Sfaye4£ 
BUSH PICNIC 
4th September 1999 

(The date is closest to Wattle Day) 
At 2.00pm Eastern Standard lime we will all pause for the BCA prayer 



Other activities-Australia 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Supporters1 Day— Katanning 
Saturday 29th August—11 00am 

St Andrew's, Katanning 

Supporters9 Day—Bunbury 
Saturday 11th September — 11.00 am 
Chapter Room, St Boniface's Cathedral 

Supporters9 Day—North Beach 
Saturday 9th October—11 00am 

St Michael's, North Beach 
Bring your friends and your lunch 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Ensemble Concert 

Sunday 19th September—3.00pm 
St Columba's, Hawthorn 

A concert of chamber music 
presented by four members of the 

Adelaide Symphony Orchestra 
under the direction of Margaret Blades, 

deputy leader of that orchestra 
Tickets include afternoon tea 

$12.00 ($8.00 concession) 
Available from Committee 

and Auxiliary members and Bass Agencies 
Focus Afternoon 

Sunday 10th October—2.00-3.30pm 
All Saint's, Colonel Light Gardens 

Guest speakers: 
Rev Ian and Mrs Ann Bednall 

They will share about their 
first 12 months at Coober Pedy 

Afternoon tea will be served 

QUEENSLAND 
Want a holiday, but not all the family 

interested in spiritual things? 
Then this camp is for you. 

BCA BIBLE CAMP 
at WOOLGOOLGA 

September 25th—October 1st 
Saturday to Friday night in the school holidays 

at the beach between Coffs Harbour and Grafton 

Studies in Jeremiah—9.00am 
Discussion Papers—5.00pm 

Speakers: Rev Geoffrey Hearne 
and Rev Les Monaghan 

We aim to have a relaxed holiday 
with spiritual input. 

The only cost will be 
your own accommodation and food. 
We will book a house, caravan, cabin 

or motel if you wish. Lots to do for both 
adults and children—swim, fish, golf, 
bowls, boating, horse riding, walks, 

sight see, shop, eat out. 
Come and enjoy the fellowship 

as we relax in prayer and study with BCA 
supporting Christian friends 
Phone: (07) 3349 9081 

for more details or write to: 
PO Box 6565, 

Upper Mount Gravatt, 
QW4122 

Group teas together, picnics together, 
scrabble together, or do your own thing! 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Women's Auxiliary 

Annual Thanksgiving Rally 
and Luncheon 

Wednesday 25th August—1 l.OOam-l.OOpm 
Bishop Barry Auditorium 
51 Druitt Street, Sydney 

Speaker: Rev Tom Williams, 
formerly of Tennant Creek 
Enquiries: Mrs B McLaughlin 
Home: (02) 9744 8609 
or Work: (02) 9262 5949 

Commemorate the initiatives 
of the flying medical service 
Fly in a DC3 aeroplane 

over the Blue Mountains and the 
Megalong Valley Heritage Centre 

Saturday 4th September—1.00pm 
For more details, turn back to page 18 

Phone: Anabel on (02) 9262 5017 

VICTORIA 
"BEST OF THE BUSH" 
Family Concert 

featuring Colin Buchanan 
Saturday 13th November—7.00pm 

St Barnabas Anglican Church 
800 Waverley Road, Glen Waverley 
Family Ticket: $30.00 Adult $12.00 

Student Concession $8.00 
Children Under 2 years—Free 

Tickets available: Phone: (03) 9457 7556 

Children grown up 
and left home? 
Tired of big city 

hustle and bustle? 
House Parents 
Ian and Carol Blow 
are leaving 
BCA House 
Broken Hill and 

a special couple is needed 
to replace them. 

BCA HOUSE BROKEN HILL pro 
vides a safe, secure and friendly living 
environment for rural children as an 
alternative to boarding schools, where 
they can feel "at home" away from home 
while they complete their education. 
BROKEN HILL is well serviced by 
road, rail and air to major capital cities, 
yet "The Silver City" enjoys the openness 
and sense of freedom of the country. 
With good dining, art galleries of inter-
national renown, and a wide range of 
services, cultural and sporting activities, 
living in Broken Hill has most of the 
attractions of major cities without 
the crowd. 
For House Parents, BCA House 
Broken Hill provides recently refurbished, 
completely self-contained living accom-
modation, comprising two bedrooms, 
kitchenette, bathroom and living room. 
It has independent access. 

Put your "University of Life" 
qualifications to use! 
To apply or for more information contact 
Dennis Outred, Bush Church Aid Society, 
Level 7/37 York Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 
Phone: (02) 9262 5017 Fax: (02) 9262 5020 
Email: dennis@bushchurchaid.com.au 

mailto:dennis@bushchurchaid.com.au


STRENGTHENING THE MURCHISON 
Rev Allan and Mrs 
Mellita Bate joined 
BCA and moved to Mt. Magnet 
in January this year. Their daughter, 
Kathryn was born in December 1998. 
The Parish of the Murchison is located 
in the area of the Gold fields of 
Western Australia where ministry is 
diverse and the Diocese of North West 
Australia provides almost all the 
Protestant ministry in the area. 
Certainly here in The Murchison Parish 
Allan is able to realise his desire to 
minister to people where there is no 
other resident Gospel ministry and 
to work amongst people in the chemical 
and mining industry. 

Much of the Parish is undergoing 
financial difficulties. Due to the 

ongoing depressed wool price it is not 
viable for many of the sheep stations to 
run sheep and to help get through this 
difficult period, the stations have been 
relying on the sale of goats. Many station 
owners are looking at diversification but 
with land that is only capable of running 
about 3 sheep per 100 acres things are 
pretty grim. Families have had to put off 
their employees and do everything them-
selves. As such a mother is often cook, 
cleaner, school teacher, farm assistant 
and in her spare time, carer for the chil-
dren. Children help out on the station 

from an early age and when they go off to 
boarding school further pressure is placed 
upon those left behind. 

A low gold price is leading to redun-
dancies, thereby reducing the population 
in some of our towns. A mine closure 
almost halved the population of Meeka-
tharra overnight. Now the bank has gone 
and many more community services may 
be reduced. The town of Cue is in a simi-
lar position as many of the managers who 
lived in the town were recently laid off. 
The mine there is moving more and more 
to a total fly-in/fly-out system of employ-
ment and is up for sale, as are many of 
our mining operations. The future for 
many people is very uncertain and gospel 
ministry is vitally needed during these 
times of change. 

On the other hand, the town of Mount 
Magnet is undergoing a time of boom. 
Shortly after Philip and Margaret Bassett 
completed their service with BCA in 1996, 
the population dropped down as low 
as 500. Now the population is roughly 
1500 and could grow to 2000. The 
Caravan Park is often filled with workers 
and more houses are needed but the land 
cannot be released. 
This growth is occurring for three reasons-

Hill 50 Gold Mine was sold to a new 
owner and the lease is currently pro-
ducing more gold than it has for years. 
They are now looking at a plant 
upgrade costing many millions of dollars. 

• The Shire of Mount Magnet is looking 
to seal the road to Sandstone, which 
will mean that many more tourists 
will travel through this area to or 
from Kalgoorlie. 

• Thirdly, there is a new vanadium mine 
under construction. 
Vanadium is added to steel forming an 

alloy which is stronger and lighter. It has 
many uses in the automotive industry 
(including Sidchrome spanners) and in 
the chemical industry. 

The mine has a minimum projected life 
span of 21 years and if the lease is extend-
ed the operation could extend into the 
22nd century. The ore body in the mine is 
considered to be the easiest in the world 
from which to extract vanadium ore. 

The Windimurra Wagoo Hills Vanadium 
Project, located 80kms SE of Mt. Magnet 
on Windimurra Station employs up to 360 
people in the construction stage and 
when production commences will employ 
105 people, most of whom will live at the 
mining camp. At this time there will be a 
number of benefits for Mt. Magnet including 
a gas pipeline direct from Geraldton which 
will lead to more process plants being 
constructed in the area in the future. 

The current lease will allow a pit 
4.5kms long, 100m wide and will be 
mined to a depth of 40 m, with expecta-
tions to produce 7200 tonnes of Vana-
dium Pentoxide per year from 2.7 million 

tonnes of processed ore. 
One of its main claims to fame is its kiln 

measuring 107m in length and 4.75m in 
diameter. On our way to Perth for the WA 
Annual General Meeting of BCA we were 
forced to stop our vehicle for a wide load, 
which was instantly recognisable as just 
one section of this kiln. 

On that note, it was great to be involved 
in the WA Annual General Meeting, where 
National Director, Rev Brian Roberts and 
Mellita spoke to the 70 or so supporters 
gathered. Mellita has found that a young 
baby opens many doors to people's hearts 
which may have been closed otherwise. 
Allan in turn has taken on playing over 
30's AFL and joined the Fire Brigade to get 
to know some of the men in town and 
reach them for the Gospel. 
ALLAN AND MELLITA BATE-Mt Magnet 



OPPORTUNITIES 
IN OUR MINISTRY 

IRme^MHf tide %rttm,., 
Share in a vision that gives new direction 
and vitality to mining communities and isolated 
settlements, to struggling farmers and unemployed 
country young people. It is a work that calls on 
your heart and the strength of your prayers. 
B u s h A u s t r a l i a provides a way for ordinary 
Australians to participate in the renewal of remote 
and rural communities in areas that do not have the 
local resources to support gospel service. 
B u s h A u s t r a l i a is a network launched by the 
Bush Church Aid Society to connect city and country 
people through prayer, understanding and the support 
of Christian service. 
B u s h A u s t r a l i a is a partnership that will bring 
Hope to people who contend with adverse climatic 
conditions, unpredictable markets, isolated circumstances 
and changing work patterns. 
B u s h A u s t r a l i a creates the opportunity for short 
and long term projects that will make a difference to 
the spiritual environment of outback communities, working 
through the Anglican Church-ministering to people who 
come from diverse cultures, places and church backgrounds. 

1pM cm 4jfum to BVSH AUSTRALIA ^ 
PRAYER—receiving the personal prayer points from 
each ministry team four times a year. 
GIVING REGULARLY— committing a minimum 
of $l .55 a week to support the work of over 50 field staff. 
SERVING—joining outreach teams or work parties that 
do short term projects in the outback, bringing the vision to 
your local church or group and helping with BCA projects. 
CONNECTING —receiving the "The Real Australian" 
magazine which will give you the inside story of BCA min-
istry in the bush, and the National Director's Staff newsletter. 

With $1.55 a week you could 
buy a can of soft drink or a bar 
of chocolate. But if every home 
that currently receives "The Real 
Australian" magazine (26,000 
homes) gave a minimum of $1.55 
a week ($80 a year) then 50 BCA 
staff would be supported and 4 new 
ministries could be released in 2000. 

eommctmmt &Aitl 

• "The Real Australian" mag-
azine, four times a year. 

• The Prayer Notes, four 
times a year. 

• The Director's Newsletter 
• Priority invitations to BCA 

events and activities. 
• BCA key ring with lost 

key service. 
• Opportunity to purchase 

quality Real Australian 
Gifts with 5% discount. 

• Free Australian gifts from 
time to time. 

• A strong sense of sharing 
in a vision for the nation. 

Please consider the ongoing 
benefits to BCA by participating 
as a BUSH AUSTRALIA 
supporter and fill in the coupon 
on the inside back cover of this 
issue and return it to your 
Regional Office TODAY. 

Teen Mania is the name 
of a YWAM ministry for 

teenagers. Recently a team 
of such teenagers from the 
USA (part of 7,000) reaching 
out to people during their 
summer vacation) came to 

Roebourne for a week of outreach in churches, 
schools and the community. 

As chaplain at Roebourne Regional Prison, I 
made arrangements for them to conduct a 
concert for the 200 or so inmates as previous 
YWAM teams have done. 

The team presented almost an hour of skits, 
testimony and a 30 minute drama of the story of 
God's redemption of the world, told as a private 
story entitled "Allegiance". Their presentation 
was very well rehearsed, and their costuming and 
equipment professionally presented. This result-
ed in a very polished performance which drew 
enthusiastic feedback from prisoners and officers 
alike. At the conclusion of their performance, one 
of the team leaders (aged 19 years) issued a stir-
ring challenge and an invitation to the assembled 
audience of approximately 100 prisoners who 
were scattered around a large courtyard. 

Eight men and women responded by walking 
across the courtyard to be welcomed and prayed 
with. It was by far the most open response we 
have seen to a good number of Christian presen-
tations in nearly seven years of ministry in the 
Prison. The eight people have been presented 
with Bibles and are being followed up by Bill and 
Jocelyn. We thank God for the commitment and 
boldness of the Teen Mania team. 

BILL AND JOCELYN ROSS- Wickham 
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UET YOUR PICNIC PACK IN T INE 
FOR CUR CELEBRATICN RUSH PICNICS 
BCA 162 
BCA PICNIC PACK includes: 
• Blue cooler bag, 
• 2 kinds postcard pads, 
• Computer mousemat, 
• 2 bush pencils, 
• 1 Cook teatowel, 
• Colin Buchanan 

cassette 
"Follow the 
Saviour" 

Also available as individual 
pads of 6 postcards 

BCA 66A & 67B 
Pad of 6 postcards 

Two kinds— 
Scenics & Flowers 

or Historical 
Commemmorative 

TO ORDER, PLEASE FILL IN 
THE ORDER FORM WITH 

THIS ISSUE AND 
RETURN IT TO BCA. 

BCA 165-167 
Commemorative Mugs 

from Orange, NSW. 
Hand thrown mugs 

decorated with celebration 
logo and sheep. 

Safe for oven, microwave, 
dishwasher and freezer 

Available singly or in 
2 and 4 mug sets. 

BCA 78 
Smooth computer mousemat . 
for easier mouse tracking without 

the fluff of cloth mats. 
And it has a calendar 

for 1999 for 
quick reference! 

BCA 22 
Natural wood Bush Pencils 

BCA 102 
Red Dust Ted—bears from the bush. 

Produced on an outback sheep station 
in South Australia, Red Dust Teds 

are made completely of non-allergenic 
wool, easy to care for and will retain 

huggability despite the rigours 
of time and affection. 

BCA 163 
Mentoring—To Develop 
Disciples & Leaders" by John 
Mallison. With study guides 
and trainer's notes. 

BCA 164 
Mission Australia Address 

by Judith Nichols—'Will we 
be here for Christmas?" 

BCA 98 
BOOK-"WE'RE HERE NOW, 
SO MAKE THE BEST OF IT" 
by Margaret Douglass 
The life story of two ordinary people with whom 
God has done some extraordinary things—in the 
suburbs of Sydney, the POW camps of Germany, 
the outback of north-west Australia, 

Anglican ministry and Christian schooling. 
Full of pathos and the irony of living for a God 
whose thoughts are higher than ours. 
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BCA 
06/07/08/09/31/32/33/34 
Ord River Tea Tree 
Oil Products 
from Western Australia. 
Tea Tree oil as a body 
or face wash is a natural 
antiseptic treatment leaving 
skin feeling invigorated, 
flesh and healthy. Tea Tree 
soap cleanses deep down, 
repairing and helping to 
protect skin from blemishes, 
while Ord River Tea Tree 
natural formulation creams, 
lotions and lip balm keep 
lips and dry skin soft, 

BCA 146/147 
'Designing Hands' 

from Victoria 
Timber cut out mobiles available 
as 3 birds (Cockatoo, Galah and 
Kookaburra) or 3 animafy (Koala, 
Kangaroo and Echidna). 

TO ORDER, PLEASE FILL IN THE 
ORDER FORM WITH THIS ISSUE 

AND RETURN IT TO RCA. 

BCA 04/05/04-1/05-2 
Tasmanian Leatherwood Honey 

and Meadow Honey 
-gathered from the summer blossoms of 

the western coastal rainforests, it is renowned 
for its piquant aroma 
and lingering flavour. 

BCA 72-1/73-2/74-3 
The third in the series 
from Colin Buchanan 

-'Aussie Praise for Kids" 
CD, cassette and music 

book available. 

Product only available 
while stocks last. 

BCA 145 
Set of 6 novelty 

serviette holders cut 
out of timber from 

'Designing Hands' 
in Victoria. 

Set includes a 
Kookaburra, Koala, 
Echidna, Platypus, 

Galah and Cockatoo. 

BCA 141-144 
From 'Designing Hands' 
in Victoria—timber cut out 
free standing novelty picture 
flames. Choose from Koala, 
Cockatoo, Echidna and 
Kangaroo (not shown— 
we regret Galah is not available). 

Product only available while stocks last. 

BCA 153-157 
Marquetry Matters—Northern NSW 

Each map is individually designed and handcrafted from 
a selection of beautiful Australian timbers 

using the age-old techniques 
of marquetry—cutting and 
inlaying different colours 
and textures of timber to 

create each unique map. 
Larger size is available with 
coloured mounts—beige, dark 
blue (shown), green and terra. 
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BCA 38—53 
Pure and natural wool filled 
bedding for a healthier lifestyle. 
Latitude 40° quilts are filled with 
especially selected and processed 
pure, natural wool with its capacity 
to hold warmth or dissipate extra 
heat, inside 100% cotton covers. 
Quilts are made in two standard 
thicknesses—medium, which is 
equivalent to 2 blankets in warmth 
and thick, which is equivalent to 
4 blankets in warmth. Duo quilts 
are also available—half in thick 
and half in medium 
to accommodate couples with 
different needs. 

Latitude 40° underblankets are 
filled with a generous layer of wool 
to provide warmth and comfort 
all year round. 

We regret that pillows are not available 
at this time. 

BCA 127/128/129 
Wether Jackets combine the supreme qualities 
of pure, natural wool with treated 100% cotton. 
The Durapel Jacket is wadded with wool, 
waterproof, reversible with a variety of tartan 
linings and is available 
in 3 colours—rust, navy 
or green. 
Suitable for men 
and women. 

BCA 133 
The Oilskin Jacket is wadded with wool, 

waterproof and suitable for men and women. 

As these articles are hand made and each piece is unique, 
please allow for some variations in colour from those shown. 

BCA 150 
Dunnilli Art Tablecloth 
from Nungalinya, 
Northern Territory. 
Size 180cm x 137cm medium. 
The design is called 'Tuckerbox" 
and illustrates foods available at a 
billabong or water hole. The "wet 
season" feast includes Barramundi, 
Turtle and Magpie Geese. 
Can also be used as a wall hanging 
or sofa throw-over. 
Proceeds from the sale of these 
tablecloths helps to support BCA's 
mission work and also the School 
of Textile Art at Nungalinya 
College, Darwin. 

BCA 148/149 
ECO Camphor Laurel Boards, from 

Northerm New South Wales 
Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum 

Camphora) is a perfect timber for a 
food preparation cutting board. 

Available in a two handled rectangular 
shape (approximate size 365mm x 
285mm) or as a single handle oval 

cutting board. Both are handcrafted 
and oiled with grapeseed oil. 

Please see inside the 
front cover of this issue for 
Greeting cards information. 

BCA 158/159/160/161 
&de6>nte S&t't ZO& frtvurtMwm! 
Commemorative Glass <& Crystal 
with etched-look 80th Anniversary 'wattle' crest. 
190ml wine glasses are available in 
sets of 2 and 6 glasses. 
Also available—Anniversary Rose vase 
and Anniversary Lead Crystal Trophy. 

Product only available 
while stocks last. 

M E R E A L A U S T R A L I A N 



Swtf courtfaty finoduefo—delfi cutrtfaty freofde 

BCA 151/152 
Didgeridoonas, Queensland 
Large Cooler Bags filled with pure Australian Wool. 
Perfectfior picnics, BYOs, parties or shopping. 

Food and drinks remain icy cold for up 
to 24 hours when used with a freezer 
block and up to 6 hours without. 
Available in brown Oilskin outer 
and liner with leather handles or 

in navy blue fabric with a tough 
plastic lining. 

BCA 134—140 
Australian Native Fauna in Pewter. 

Available as keyrings—or add a chain for 
a pendant. From the Blue Mountains 

in NSW, the range comprises the 
Echidna, Kangaroo, Platypus, Koala, 
Wombat, Kookaburra and Crocodile. 

Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia 

Y E S ! / want to share in BUSH AUSTRALIA by pledging 
$80.00 per annum ($1.55 per week) 

REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) 

(Surname) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

PARISH (if applicable) 

SUPPORTER No (can be found 
above your name on the back cover) 

••• Tick Box if receipt is required 
Outback ministry [ 

HOStel (Tax Deductible) f 

••• Please send me information 
on how I can continue supporting 

BCA after I am gone. I I 

My cheque/money order is attached for $ | 

Please debit my Bankcard Mastercard | I Visacard for $ j 

Expires on 
Name on credit card 

SIGNATURE 
For my regular donations, please 
debit my credit card 

] MONTHLY j QUARTERLY 

% YEARLY ANNUALLY 

or-
Y E S ! I'll help support ministry beyond the city in the usual manner 

REV/MR/MRS/MISS/MS (Initials) 

(Surname) 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

PARISH (if applicable) 

SUPPORTER No (can be found 
above your name on the back cover) 

••• Tick Box if receipt is required 
Outback ministry 

HOStel (Tax Deductible) 

••• Please send me the prayer notes | 
••• Please send me information about 
the BUSH AUSTRALIA network Q 

• Please send me a money box 
for my donations [ 

••• Please send me information 
on how I can continue supporting ,—. 

BCA after I am gone. I I 

• My cheque/money order is attached for 

• Please debit my [ 
i—i i—i i—I I—i i—ir 

Name on credit card 

Bankcard Mastercard j J Visacard for $ | 

Expires on j 

• For my regular donations, please 
debit my credit card 

MONTHLY 
l/2 YEARLY 

QUARTERLY 

ANNUALLY 

P H O N E O R D E R S Please have your credit card details handy 
Ph (01) 9161 5017 * Fax (01) 9161 5010 
Please make sure you include your name, postal address and phone number 
if ordering by fax or e-mail 
email address: orders@bushchurchaid.com.au 
website: www.bushchurchaid.com.au 

mailto:orders@bushchurchaid.com.au
http://www.bushchurchaid.com.au

